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Sh 83 
A Member of the Univerſity 


of CAMBRIDGE. 


Task to purſue a Controverſy, 
wherein our Adverſaries have 
| NIN — _ _ or — 2 
but to ſhew their Reperztzons 0 
LENSES the ſame Things over and over 
A* 1 | | 

— Again; yet I ſhall not refuſe 
= the Pains of Convincing you, how truly 

. Stebbing has anſwered this low Character in 
this Third Piece of his Defence againſt the Prote- 
ſtant Principles of my Lord of BAN GO R. 


I ſhall begin with his Preface ; which conſiſts 


3 


4 \ by 
4 
N 


— 
Der. 5 +1 
IS, 


of zwo-Parts; one concerns the Dean, the other 


Limſelif. The Firſt of them makes its Entrance 
with a Compliment to that Learned Perſon, for 


© a 


Fifth LETTER 


ouch it be but a difigreeable 


A 2 his 


"R 
. 


„ 
his. dlaborate Preface, to the Au bor's, Treatiſe of 
Sancerity, and with his entire Fifa ln in whis 
M, Dean there offered, toward cledring an 'Objettion, 
#0, which be once 'thonght the Committee Habli. 
The Satisfattion, you ſee, is wholly taken from 7 
noble Diſtincdtion between being caſt out of God's 
Tavour ABSOLUTELY,* and being caſt out of it 
RELATIVELY. We are told, therefore, that tho 
an boneſt-ſincer#-Chriſtian, by not Complying with 
the really Lawful } Injunctions of the Cure, {he 
cauſe in Conſcience he eſteems them not Lawful.] 
and being thereupon declared out of God's Favour, 
be not abſo/urely out of bis Favour, ſo as to he 
actually fallen under bis Wrath, i. e. ſo as to be 
Damned , yet, ſtill, he may be caſt out of it Re 
larively, i. e. he forfeits his Claim to that Favour, 
which is by, or according to, the Terme and Cor. 
ditions of the GospeL. The Reaſon given for this 
moſt uſeful Diſtinction, is, (2) That zo make « 
Man fall under the Wrath of God, th&re-muſt be 
Tranſgrefſion of bis Dry: But to make hin 
forfeit the Goſpel-Conditiens, it is enough if he diti 
not fulfil thoſe Conditions | i. e. All and Every d 
them, | whereof One is, Obedience to Fhem thit 
have the Rule over Him, i. e. to the Church. 
No, pray Conſider, into what a beautiful Light 
the Caſe is here put. Is it not as much à Re/gwis 
Duty in general, and a Goſpel-Duty in particuln, 
for a Man zot to Obey in a thing that his Cor 
Science perſwades him is not Lawful, as it is for hi 
'70 Obey where a thing is apprehended as neycrk 
really Lawful? Is it not as much a Goſpel-Cond 
tion, not to Comply ' againſt the Conſcience, as . 
Comply with it? So, here is a glorious Reſult, mo 
Worthy of the Church, tho' Uiworthy of all th 


| (a) Page iv. ul 


uſtice and Mercy of the Goſpel; © A Man ma 
{ remain Chiſiened and Churched by his 3 
rt ance of One Duty, but may be Unchriflened and 
„ Uncburched for his Performance of Another ! ” + 
And whether this Duſty manner of Reaſoning does 
not continue jult as thick as it did before, or, whe- 
ther we have any thing more in this Preface than 
the old Muddy way of ſtating the ee Terms 
I leave you and che World to judge, from what 
has been before ( Anſwered to this Author's 
Remarks upon Sincerity, under this Topick. | 
A 1 hall further trouble you with, is, to "1 
to Obſerve, how much clearer and better this 
Reſult of the Argument is, as given by Mr. Dean, 
and his D;/cip/e after Him, than as now given 
Me. (b) Such 2 Right as this, | of Unchurching, 4 
i. e. declaring a Man to have forteited the Goype/- 
Terms, | Tays he, makes no manner of Alteratian 
in 'that Obligation which Men lie under to purſue 
that which their own Judgment, or Conſciences, dire 


them 10. And, —— I this refpett it 

ſeuvet Every Man juſt as it finds him. 8 Al- Wl 

teration! But a moſt fatal Confuſton, I am ſure ; ' 

for it gives a Man to underſtand, that he has an it 

Obligation to purſue Chriſts Will in the Gaſpel, viz. i 
Fd . following bis oton Judgment or Conſcience; | 
pro Aud that he may, yet, forfeit the Go/pe-Favour, i 
ular, if hie judgment and the Chyrch's ſhould chance | 
Cn not to be the ſame. It leaves Every Man juft as Wi 
bi it finds bim! only with this ſnall difference. with i 
ver relation to Some, that it may find them Sincere 1 


[*tho* Erroneous] CHitiant, but leaves them in | 
the'ſtate of mere honeſt Heathens. Hence, I think, q 


OT 9 


(a) See the Preface in Anſwer to that of the Dean, pag. xix, = 
xx, xxi, c. Anſwer to the Remgrks, pag. xxviii, Xxix, 
xxx, Cc. ; (b) Pref. pag. v. | 


you i 
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(827: 
5d may ſee it no hard Matter to come at the 
Et of His concluding Words, IF any Plea for 
Mercy CAN be found upon this Bottom, it meddles 
not with it. Behold ! Sir, how unfortunately ſome 
Inſinuatiolis turn their Edge upon prejudiced Wri- 
ters! Twas not long ago, ſince his Lordſhjp, 


For making this very Allegation for Himſelf 
in a much juſter way, v1. | (4) IE in the Chriſtian 
Church there be. an Authority in Superiors, — 


not Abſolute, — or Indiſpenſable ; I am as much 
at liberty to declare for it as themſelves, | was ac- 
cuſed of having a ſecret {b) Perſwaſion, and 4 
real Sentiment, that the Church hath NO Autbo- 


vity, Superiors NO Power, and Inferiors NO 
Obligation to Submit. Let this acute Ob/erwaror, 


then, take home this notable IF; and ſee whe- 


ther, GM ing to his own Interpretation, ] by 


| lercy, He and My. Dean, may not, oupht 
not, to be coricluded to have meant N O Mer 


at 2% to Sincere Chriltians not Complying with 
the Eftubliſhment of the Country wherein they 


live. | | 5 
Another Page (c) or two is ſpent in reconciling 
a Difference that may | by I know not who be 


conceived to lie between the Conſequence as 


ſtated by the Dean, and as ſtated by the Com- 
mittee : The Sum of them both put together 
amounting to thus much; That, in ſuch Caſes 


here there is found in Chriſtian- Men no wicked 


Diſhoneſty and Inſincetity, and where God alone 


is Judge whether they harbour any, or no, His 
Lord ſbip denies the Church All Authority to impoſe 


” 


(a) Anſwer to Committee, pag. 24, 25+ 


(b) Stebbing's Defence of the Firſt Head, — pag. 73, 74. 
(c) Pref. pag. vi, vii, viii. Fx ED I 


Terms 


C29 
Terms of Communion ; and eſpecially, fo to impoſe, 
as to 2 — and Unchriſtian, i. e. to Ex- 
communicate, for Noncompliance with them. 
The Dean, it ſeems, Meant Al, This as well as the 
Committee, tho he Expreſſed but a Fart of it. 
Meant it 4/7! No doubt he did; and J cannot 
imagine what Whimfical Heads could put our A 
thor to any Pains to prove it. Well, but his 
Lordſhip has denied this ſame United Conſequence 
and, in ſo doing, muſt deny, That Compliance. with 
the Lawful Injunctions of the Church, is an | Abſo- 
lute ] Term of the Goſpel, | and of all and every 
degree of its CY And Very juſtly does He, 
and all impartial Proteſtants, deny it to be a 
Gee Term, to any Sincere Man, any farther than 
as the Man ¶ not the Church] eſteems the Injun- 
ions Lamful. Which is enough to Anſwer all 
this Author's Repetit ions concerning our Con- 
demnation of the Papifts as groſs Idolaters, &c. (as 
hath, been ſhewn (a) before) 

To this Vain Repetition about the Tops and. 
their poſſible Sincerity, the Gentleman thinks he 
has added a New Stab, by bringing any other 
imaginable (b) HER EST under the fame ten- 
der Favour, and Exemption from the Church's 
Thunder, upon the uu of the Biſhop. This 
Greek word Hereſy, you know, is a Term of Art, 
capable of a vaſt Extent, and may be taken for zws 
directly Contrary Things; ſo as that, in England, 
it may ſignity either a Bangorian or a Committee- 
Man; and, in France, either an Inpoſer or Oppo- 
fer of the Conſtitution Unzgenizus. Had he faid, 
The ſame thing may bs ſaid of any other HIC K 


) Preface in Anſwer to the Dean's, pag. xxvii, xxviii. 
Anſwer to the Remarks, pag. xxvii. "© Pag. x 
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EDNES $, we could have told what to Anſirer 
him; for Hereſy does, in Scripture, always de- 


note, or at all accompany, ſome Wickedneſs. or. 


other; and 7o Wickedneſs can be brought into the 


Notion of Sinceriry. Againſt This, indeed, (viz.) 

- Wickedneſs, or Diſobedience ta Laws ac- 
Fnowledged by, "he Offenders themſelves, his Lord- 
ſhip allows Excommunication to take place; agree-' 
ably to St. Paul's Reaſon, becauſe the Chriſlian 
Frofeſſor that is guilty of it, is (a) adrανν,‘e 
Seff condemned, and cannot but be 4zgron by others 
to be Infincere ; not only as he dire#/y violates 
#he general Law of Nature implanted in the Hearts 
of all Men, which this Author thinks to he the 
vnly Reaſon, ] but as he breaks and rejects ſome 
known Law and Condition of his Baptiſin, or 
Covenant, upon which he is, or pretends to own 
Himſelf, a Chriſtian. This Allowance of his 
Lordfhip, has, at laſt, | hut ſomething againſt his 
Will, I fear,] brought this ſevere Ohſervator to 
grant, hut hrs may 4s Principle has not abſo: 
ttrely tuten from the Church All Power of Fixcon:- 


 amunication. The Dean allo, it ſeems, appeared ' 


70 be ſenſible of ths, ant t hergfore confine! Him- 


Nef ro thoſe CASES to which the Biſhop had can. 
fined his * How well Mr. Dean has kept 


to thaſe Caſes, I have (5) already ſhewn ; and 
leave the Worlt to judge. But what ſay we to 
the 'Commitree? Why, pray hear, Sir, and tell 
me, if you have ever heard the like Apology, 
for 4 Body of Learned Divines, warmed -.with 
Concern for the Church of Chriſt! (c) I they 


—— — * 


(2 Tir. 3. 10, 11. ad. 
(6) Preface in Anſwer to the Dean's, pag. xiy, xv, xvi, xvii. 
SR | 
LL Meant 


2 2 . W , Ni . 


* 
n 


v tle 


* (a). Pag. xi. 


08-2 v3 | art 130 
Meant 70 do ſo too, Tays he, their Inference is in cue. 
ry reſpect Eracf. Certainly as exact as the Dean 8s. 

ut, F they did not, thus honeſtly confine their 
Charge to the Caſes put,] his Lordſhip may charge 
them with want of ACCURACY, but not with 
INFUSTICE, m {are Lin the Groſs] that 
be has written AGAINST THE USE ff 
EXCOMMUNICATION. IS not this a 
ſurprizing Inſtance of Courage in a Defender 2 
« There is no Injuſtice in making an Adverſary's 
« Propoſition general, tho* he expreſſed it in 
Terms that clearly and deſignedly declared it 
« to be only particular. For why? Tho be 
did not do it in this. Place, there are others 
where he did do it. Better and Better! *Twas 
* right enough in the Committee, to charge him 
„with it Now, becauſe he did it Afrerward !” / 

Not in the leaſt reſtrained. by a Senſe of this 
ridiculous Treatment of ſo Learned an Adverſary, 
he proceeds to call upon his Reader, (a) to conſider 
what a fine Idea bis Lordſhip has given us of 
Church-Communion, whilſt he has made the Church 
o be a Gathering of Chriſtians, i. e. -of Believers 
mn Chriſt,” as oppoſite in their Notions concerning 
be particular Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as Light 
ir to Darkneſs, and held together by the Inviſible 
Band of Sincerity. You ſee how Scholars will 
ollow their Maſters ; we muſt ſuffer them to do 
t, till they get Materials of their own. The Gen- 
lem is now ſpeaking of the External Peace of 
be Church. I wiſh he had well read and thought 
df it. It cannot be kept up, it ſeems, where there 
$ Difterence and Oppoſition in Notions, or Opinions, 
bout particular Docfr es; whillt nothing is more 
rain, than that an Unizy of Opinions in Doctrines, 
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B | or 
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or in the particular Sꝶſe of many (even Revealed] 
Doarines? is as impoſſible, as tis to bring the Un: 
derſlandings and Faculties of Mankind to one /ize 
and degree. Accordingly, the Scripture preſcribes 
no othet Re/jgious or Spiritual. Union, i. e. Unity of 
the Spirit, but what is eaſily procurable by the Aunt 
, Peace, I. e. 4 Temper of Charity, and Forbear. 
ance towards each other, and a Prey Diſcharge 
, all our known and agreed Duties to Gad and 
Man; which our differing Speculations need not 
at all hinder, nor any way obſtruct the mutual 
Amity of the Chriftian Life. No; this will not 
do for the Garch. Then, I ſay, if it be not 
enough to have the Unzzy f the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace, the Church muſt make it up by an Un; 
of Opinion, or an Uniformity of Profeſſion, in the 
Band of Ignorance or Hypocriſy. Which is the 
admirable Remedy we know. to have been 
taken, in molt ogy. ot Chriſtianity, by ſuch x | 
have ſtyled- Themſelves the Church. | 

/ * Nay; as if he eſteemed it ſufficient Honour to 
be a mere Eccho to the Arguments and Acculs Wl © 
tions of Perſons under whole Banner he has liſted, 
this Author calls, yet more earneſtly, to have it 
obſerved, what a fine Idea ny Lord bas given u 

. of HIMSELF, as 4 Biſhop, — denying ile 

"wer he is bound to exerciſe ; how he has bem Wl * 

ut in mind of the ſolemn Profeſſion he made u f 
575 Conſecration, Viz, of Correctiag and  Puniſhing, f 
according to ſuch Authority as be hath by God! N 
Mord, and the Ordinances of this Realm, ſuch at - 
ey 
io 


be Unquiet, Diſobedient, and Crimmous in bis Dit 
eſe Upon which, without taking any Notice 
of the Subſtantial Anſwer already made to it by 
his Lordſhip] he could find nothing more to do, th 
than to propound a moſt crude and weak Q. 
tion, and then an invidious and more weak Deter. 

| mination 


3 


„ N 
„ier 8 - | 
mination e (a) Wil hig Lordſhip, ſays he, affirm: „ 
that the Oboe of 2 | REA L'M 1 h 
NM B.) ig, here ſuppoſed to be agrecable to 3 | 
rd” of G0 D, groes bim tutbority to Excom- | 
municare in thoſe Caſes only, in which there is no | 
room to ſuppoſe that the Offender alls with FIN. | 
CERITT? I bope he will not. And I anſwer, that 
he certainly will, and may "JAY fay it, Fot, if | 
the Word of Gol be the Rule of the REALM, i 
and acf ally followed by the REAL M, in this if 
Matter, no Perſon, that is truly Sincere, can be M1 
deemed ' Ciminous, or juſtly puniſhed as ſuch 1, it 1 
being no Crime to Diſobey for pure Conſezence ke, KM 
nor conſiſtent with Sincerity ro be Ungazer, if by —_ 
that be meant turbulent and injurious to the Rights 
and Peace of others. So invidinuſiy therefore is 10 
it here determined, that his Lordſhip muſt either 1 
change his Mind, or give up bis TRUST, that | 
it ought to excuſe us from all Eroy, if we con: 
clade, his Adverſaries would be glad to have him 
out of his Traſt, either with his own Conſent, or 
by Ferre; even while the Argument they urge 
for it is ſuch as ought to be gien wp with Bluſh- 
mg and Confuſion. =. W 
For, let theſe Gentlemen have the Patience to 
try this Cauſe on the other fide of the Suppo- 
ſition; This Ob/ervaror, in this very Paſſage, 
ſuppoſes the Church of England her ſelf may Err. 
Well then, upon Sappoſal that there were a Miſtake. 
in this Church, in the Matter of Excommunication ; 
ſuch as would make it ſometimes fall very hatd 
even os honeſt and good Men. Would it there- 
tore follow, that we ought to have no Bi{þop, 
that every one that is now a Biſbop ought to 
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'throw 1p, and no others come into their Poſts, 
till. Zhzs [and evety other Wrong Thing of equal 
| Conſequence] be reftified? Why, truly, the Con- 
cluſion is mighty ſtrong againſt Men that would 
be ſo Lua and. Chriſtian as to. acknowledge the 
Church's Errors, and generouſſy perſwade to a 
Reformation of them; but loſes all Force againſt 
ſuch, as are. fo ſtauuchly , Orthodox as to eſteem 
ruth and Error to be equally. maintainable, when 
nab For they that will hide the Church's 
Errors, ought to have a Diſpenſation for their own 
Conſciences, in Favour of their own Intereſt; Toer, 
and Prerqgativfe. (G oa 
The Rehearſal is carried on, Pag. 12, 13. by 
declaring once again, the Dean's. Notion of the 
Church, as a. (4) Viſible Fudge, paſſing. Sentence 


Notion, our Author is . pleaſed. to call his or. 
555 only remarkable Pallage . here, is, that e 


nat 


4 Thing, ine o{fpble 10 judge 0 


„(189 


that followed them did not do it, the more Shame 
for them! Io ſay, that an Enquiry into Mens 
Sincerity or Inſincerny is a þ abs Part, and tis 
is to lay, there can 
be No Caics, wherein Men may openly diſcover 
their Diſboneſiy in ſuch Matters; which, if true; 
ought: to bring h Writer not to ſay. his Friends 
5 to a ſevere Recanration, for pronouncing: my 
Lot of Bangor Inſincere in his whole Manage» 
ment of this Argument. 
The (a) State M thoſe who are Excommunicated, 
the Church neither docs nor can pretend to meddle 
with, ſo as by ber Sentence io make it either 
BETTER or WORSE, with . reſpe# to the 


Favour or Anger | of. G0 DB. W hy then 3 if This- 


were the Opinion even of the Commizzee, and the 
Dean, themſelves; Had not his Lordſhip jult 
Reaſon. to Wonder at their Diſpleaſure E plied 
againſt Him, for not making the Anger of G 

D EPENDENT upon ſuch Sentence, and the 


State of Chriſtians. to be 4 FEC TED by. ir? 


No Reaſon at all, it ſeems; For you have now 
a new Diſcovery, that the Committee found no 
fault with the 5 Sage it ſelf, [viz. Humane 
Excommunications habe nothing to do with the 
Favour or Anger of God,] as to the Truth of it, 
but with his Lordſhip's ſing. it only .as 4 Colour, 
10 DISGUISE, bis real Sentiment withal, - 
in order to a further VIEW that was deeper than 
his Words beſpoke it. Now; is not this a Vin- 
dication with a Witneſs? My. Lord, . ſpeaking 
about Church- Autbority, declares all his Affirma- 
tions, and guards all his Denials; with ſuch and 
ſuch . Limitations : The Learned Committee 


be, 


„ 


| (a) Pag. 13, 14. 


. (14) 9 
my, chat Limrrine figniffes Not Limirting. The 
Ame my Lord has done in the Caſe of Humane 
Decbmmanication. What it cannot do, or reach 
unte, he freely and openly Explains by the Ex: 
preflion before mention d. The Commirtee is here 
brought in by this Gentleman, who to their great 
edit] beats us down, in aſfüring us, that Exp/a. 
Kation, in our Enghſh Tongue, means, a Secret 
Cuibur, and Deep Diſguiſe. ' 
And, now we are ſpeaking of Colours and 
D3Buiſes, be pleaſed to take this Remarker in his 
ow7! _— N 90 he 1 77 2 + 
expreſſed themſelves to this Purpole, (a) That the 
Fabour or Anger of God, migbt be the Effet of the 
Deciſſons of Men. The 'B;/hop\thought it hard to 
de ſo ſeverely Reflefted upon, for denying that 
ther of them. DEPENDED upon ſuch De- 
ciftons, or Judicial Sentences, at all. Yes ; but 
our Remarker tells you, That PR upon them, 
&n on their Cauſe,] and being the EFFECT of 
hem, may be two very different Things. This, 
' you. will fay, ſounds very odly. © What, then, 
might the Commirtee mean, by God's 5 being 


— 
= 


the Effet of a Humane Sentence? ' Why, by an 
Inpropriety. of Speech, they meant the ſame with 
its being an ATTENDANT of Excommunica- 
tion. An Impropriery,” Sir, that may be pardonable 
enough in a Body of Divines, that fit as Viſible 
Judges; while a much leſſer one might amount 
even to Hereſy, it ſelf in a fingle Ferſon, upon 
whom they may pleaſe to be Yudicial. And now, 
Mowing the Authors Diſtinction and Srritineſs to 
be true, with reſpect to this word Arrendant, how 
and when does the Anger of God Arrend upon Ex- 


„ „n 
— — 
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— . 


wit (4) Pag. 15, 16. 5 ? 
e | commun 
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(15) 
eommunication 2 - "Tis granted, only then when it 
is rightly, and deſervedly paſſed, 2 or, when the 
Mans e is ſuch as that GOD Condemns - 
Him. So then; the great Point is gained; diz. 
when God is Angry, He is Angry ; and when the 
Church judges Right, it is Righr.. Only, thete yer 
remains this unhappy Difference between the':Sen- 
tences of Chriſt and thoſe of the Governors com- 
monly ſtyled the Charch, | though our () Author 
has put them here upon the Level as to this Az- 
e Chriſt is ſuppoſed perfectly to know 
both the Rule of God's Will and Diſpenſation, and 
the ſecret and open Inſincerity of Mens Behaviour 
in reſpect to that Rye, and therefore muſt always 
judge vigbtiy; while the Biſhop's. Adverſaries 
make it a hazardous and dubious Thing, whether 
the Church can judge rightly at any Time, or no, 
by denying it bas any thing to do to enquire about + 
their Sincerity or * 4 at all. ; 

And thus you have his way of (c) doing Fu- 
lice to the Communtee. | 

The ſecond Part of this Preface concerns Him- 
ſelf. The Author's Method of demonſtrating 
againſt the Sufficiency of Sincerity for the Salva- 
| tion of Men, was found liable, he ſays, to two 
| Exceptions: One was, the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing 
(d) that a Man may be. under ſuch Greumfſtances 


: as that be muſt needs Sin which way ſocver be alte 
p viz. either according to bis Conſcience, or agai 
t bis Conſcience... Win OY X 
n This wonderful Maxim was attempted to be 


proved in the Cafe of a Man's negleQing { through 
the Indulgence of ſome voluntary Luſts or Pre- 
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a) Pag. 16 (0) Bid. c) Tag. 17. 
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judices ſome Means of Knowledge, and loſing it 


arrecoverably; and continuing to àct in Ignorance; 


Jas to that Point] after he is reormed from the 
Luſts that were the Cauſe of his firſt Neglect, and 
is become Sincere. The Ab/ardiry ot ſuppoling 
ſuchia Man to Sn, in ſtill following that Erroneous 


Conſcience, in this Point, is, (a) that, it muſt be 


ſaid, that he may be bound by contrary Laws at the 
ame tine, i e. to an Impoſſibility, viz. to the Lau 
e God one way, and to the Law of Conſcience 
another way. Into this inſuperable Difficulty the 
Author brought himſelf, by not conſidering, that, 
tho the original Neglect of the Man, when Inſin- 
cere, was a proper Sin, becauſe Voluntary, yet 
his After -· Continuance in the n Error, 
when he is become ſincere, is really Involuntary, 
and: conſequently no Sin at all; as IJ have formerly 
) ſhewn you. And, by his not ſeeing through 
. this very plain Cafe, but ſtill taking it for grant- 
ed, that both the Original and Continuance of ſuch 
an Error are equally Voluntary, it cannot but di- 
vert you to obſerve, into how many deeper and 
'grofler Contradictions he plunges himſelf, in order 
to get out of this Difficulty. ' For Inſtance ; 
He grew conſcious, that a Mans acting accord- 
ing to bis Conſcience could not be the Ground or 


Reafon of his Sinning: But then, ſays he, (c) He 


Sins by the SAME ACT — for A NO- 
THER: REASON. Now, that any Ad can 
be Sinful, or have Guilt in it, upon any other 
Ground ow Reaſon, but what is directly and im- 
mediately founded in the Conſcience relative to 


— 
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(a) Pag. 17, 18. f 
(b) Anſwer to his Remarks, pag. 29, 30, 31: 
(e) Did. We 
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that Aion, is a Contradiction. And what is that 
other Reaſon > Why, it is a former Ad really 
Voluntary. So, you ſee, the Man is a Sinner now, 
| ſtho” Sincere, purely becauſe he was a Sinner 
Fe [when he was 707 Sincere. 

To give Himſelf a little Eaſe under theſe 
Streights, we have, Erſt, a moſt learned Query 
| put, vis. (a) Whether, tho it be abſurd to ſup- 
poſe that a Man may be bound by ANOTHER 
to-an Inpoſſibility, He may not, yet, by bis own 
Voluntary Act, bind HIMSELF to an Impoſhbility 2 
An Imnpofſibility, you know, Sir, is the ſame with 
| a Contradiftion, a mere Nothing: And how you 
| can reconcile an Ob/zgation to a Something which 
is a Nothing, or find how you can make it out as 
laid upon your S2/f- by your Seff, any more than 
as laid upon you by. Another, is what I leave to 
You and this accurate Caſu;ſt to determine at 
leiſure. - | | 

Suſpecting the World not quite ripe enough for 
| admitting of ſuch a Suppoſition, He preſents us 
with another Solution, vis. A Man may Sin, even 
in acting according to his [Sincere] Conſcience; 
(b) becauſe there may be COMMUNICATION 
of Sin from One Action to Another; And [which 
is a ſtill more amazing Diſcovery | conſequently an 
Aftion may be Sinful, altho a Man, at the TIME 
he does it, is bound by no LAW at all. 

Here again; Tho' to ſay, that the Sin, Guilt, 
ot Voluntarineſs of one Voluntary Action may be 
communicated to another Voluntary Action, be 
really as wrong as to ſay, that the Thought or 
Aﬀion committed to Day, is numerically the 
fame with that committed this Day Fortnigbt; 


(a) Pag. xviii. (b) Pag. xix. 


[for 


(48) 
{for the Qualities and Grcumſtances of Actions, 
done at different Times, mult be as diſtinct as the 
Actions themſelves;] Tho', I fay, this Aſſertion 
be really falſe, even as to Voluntary Actions, yet 
we could willingly have paſſed it by, as a mere 
Inpropriety of Speech. But Mr. 6rebbing's way of 
ſtating his Matter, is ſuch as becomes incapable 
of all Excuſe : For He talks of Voluntarineſs and 
Gait, derived, not from one Action to another 
Action, but from an Aion to a mere Paſfon. 
I have (a) already obſerv'd his Miſtake in the 
Caſe put by himſelf in his former Book. See, 
now, if he has not made it infinitely worſe and 
plainer, by the Para#e/ here brought for Explain- 
ing it: (5) if a Man, ſays he, loſes bis Reaſon 
by Exceſfroe Drinking, and, in bis Diſtraction, Rull. 
bis Neigbbour, be is a Murderer, and the LAW 
will Puniſh him as ſuch. Well; but in what View 
does Law or Reaſon look upon this as Murder? 
Why, becauſe it is Sinfully or Wickedly, Nlling 
another. Now; to render it properly $:7f., it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, firſt, that it is an Aon, and 
moreover that it muſt be vo/untary, or free ; | which 
indeed all Axion is, and nothing but Action can be. 
But how can that be a Free or Voluntary Aion, 
in which a Man is purely and abſolutely Paſfoe ? 
For, certainly, the Killing a Man in Diftra@ion, is 
jult as much, and no more, an 4:07, than that 
of a Patient Striking his Phyſician in a Convulſion 
Fit is; and the latter may, in truth, be as well 
called a Voluntary Breach of the Peace, as the 
other can be called Murder. For, how comes the 
Voluntarmeſs to be imputed ? Oh! Ir was in the 
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"(a)" Mafwer to his Remarks, nar. 0 J. 
(b) Ibid. _— „ Pag · 3 3 111 
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Firſt 42, vis. Drunkenneſs; and it cegſed not to 
be in the Second, but is commutiicated 10 Both; 
or, as it was before expreſſed, from one to the 
other; and, as it follows, Pag. xx, the Latter bor- 
rows its Nature from the Former. As much as 
to ſay ; © Voluntarineſs is communicated from an 


Action, (the. very real Nature of which is to be 


Free,) to a Faſſion or Neceſſary Efe, wherein 
« *tis impoſſible there can be any Freedom or 
« Voluntarineſs at all. Or, in other words, 
« Involuntarineſs borrows its Nature from Volun- 
* farineſo. | | 
How Eaſy is it, then, to perceive from whence 
it comes, that this Gentteman has thus perplexed 
and confounded fo clear a Cafe! He has con- 
cluded, from what Humane Laws are | through 
the Neceſſity of Humane Condition] forced to do, 
to what the Divine Law ſhould, and ought to be 
ſuppoſed: to do. And from mere Humane Terms 
and Phraſes, he determines the Method of Divine 
Diſpenſations. Thus, in the Parallel before us; 
Humane Laws | being neceſſitated to make as much 
Provifion as poſſible for the Safety of the Subjects 
Life, not only againſt all Open Violences, but 
againſt ſuch Violences alſo as may be often skreen d 
under hypocritical Pretences of Ladeſgnedneſs or 
woluntarineſo, | look upon this whole compli- 
cated Crime with a particular Regard to That 
Effect, whereby the Publick is Damaged ; enqui- 
ring no farther into the Voluntarmeſs of the 
Offender, than to find whether the Effect were 
ſuch as, in the main, might and ought to have 
been avoided by Him. They wave (and very 
teaſonably too) all Diſtinction between Freedom 
or Deliberateneſs in one Part of the Event, and 
the want ot it in the other; and, for the Reaſons 
above mentioned, are obliged to Puniſh the Imvo- 
| C 2 luntary 


(20) 
Iuntary Part, upon account of the Voluntary one 
which led the Man to it. Nay, they Puniſh 
alſo, to the utmoſt degree, even to that of cuttin 
off the Offender's Perſon from a/! future Enjoy- 
ment of Gil Benefits and Privileges in any 
Branch whatever, notwithſtanding his Repentance, 
or his former or future general Inclinations towards 
the Publick Good. There may be found ſeveral 
other Inſtances, in our Law, parallel to the Caſe 
here put; and 1 may refer our Author. to the 
Lawyers themſelves to determine, whether it be 
not by mere Latitude of Language, that ſuch a 
Perſon is ſaid to be Guilty of, or Condemned for 
'Wilful Murder. But now, it is quite otherwiſe 
in Religious Laws, between God and Man. He, 
who knows the Heart, needs no Prevention a- 
gainſt Impoſitions from hypocritical Pretences He 
therefore looks upon, and Judges every {gle Action 
by it ſelf, in exact Proportion to the Share it has 
in our Mills. And, tho' by the Courſe of His Juſt 
Providence, He often ſuffers our now Invo/untary 
Errors, and the Practices conſequent to them, to 
remain as the Neceſſary Effei?s of ſome of our 
former Voluntary Negletts ; yet He will not, He 
cannot, look upon and puniſh them as ſtill Volur- 
zary ; nor ſhall they cut us off from the Benefit 
of our fincere Performance of our Duty in other 
reſpects. They are noto | in our ſuppoſed Reformed 
State] no longer free and choſen Actions, but mere 
Hells and Paſſions, and conſequently no propet 
Sins. The want of obſerving which, has drawn 
this Wrzzer into ſuch monſtrous Propofitions 3s 
this, That an At may be SINFUL, tbo à Man 
is not bound by that LAW which he TRANS 
GRE& EL, at the TIME of bis doing it ; —— 
but may receive its Sinfulneſs from ſome ANTE 
CEDENT 44. Which comes to this 
W | Entertaining 
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Entertaining Dilemma; either, © That Sin is 
« ſometimes not the Tranſgreſſion of a Law; or, 
« if it be, it may be a Tranſgrefſion of it, not 
« When it is committed, but Before it is com- 
« mitred. ” And, therefore, I need not call for your 
Wonder at the notable Emendation he has gra- 
ciouſly permitted his Reader to make, v:z. Inſtead 
of, (a) 4 Man muſt Needs Sin, which way ſoever 
he Ads: — to put, He muſt needs be Under 
Sin, or in a State of Sin. And inſtead of, Ir 7s 
a Sin for a Man to att according to his Conſcience ; 


— to put, He is guilty of Sin, or in a State 


Sin, even WHILE, or NOIW ITHS TANDING,. 
he acts according to his Conſcience. Brigh tneſs 
all over! © Sin, a State of Sin, Guilt of Sin, 
« and yet no Sin committed! Guilty NOW of 
«* an Invo/untary thing, becauſe formerly guilty of 
* a Poluntary one | | 

But, I confeſs my {elf aſtoniſhed to hear an 
Author declaring, that the Controverſy | about 


Sincerity] does not in the leaſt depend upon this | 


Nueſtion; when a Reader, that bas but half an 


Eye lett, muſt needs ſee it to be one of the Chief 


Queſtions that is to determine the Controverſy. 

The Second Exception, of which he is to clear 
himſelf, is againſt one of the beſt and trueſt Ex- 
preſſions in his whole Book about Sincerity, viz. 
(b) That they who bave. always acted with Sin- 


cerity | tho they have ſerved God in a Wrong 


Way | may be ſure of meeting with a Good Reward. 
Againſt this, he tells us, ir 7s thought by ſome, 
[ ſome zealous Anti-Bangorians, I ſuppoſe, who 
are affraid that Sincerity, i. e. true Rehgion, ſhould 


be too well dealt by,] that he has ſaid more than 
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(a) Fag. 21, () Fag. 22, 23. | 
. | Should 
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Should be ſuid, becauſe more than can be proved, 
Now; for the ſake of not diſobliging theſe Friends 
of his, he ſtrives all he can to buzzle away the 
real Senſe of this evident 174th. _ 
By being ſure, you are deſired to obſerve, he 
does not mean any Claim or Title by the Goſpel * 
Revealed] Promiſes; Nor, by 4 Good Reward, does 
he mean à Gaſpel Retard. What is this, but the 
old Jargon, over again? - Suppoſe a ſincere Hea- 
then has all the Aſſurance of -a Reward, that clear 
Reægſon and the evident Idea's of God and Good- 
ae can give to Man; Is his Title not ſufficiently 
ſure, though he has not an Expreſs-Revealed- 
Promiſe * And what has the G9 bel Promiſe ſu- 
dded, concerning the Nature or Manner of 
the Reward of Chriſtzans, diſtindt from. that of 
other Good Men? As to different Degrees of 
the Happineſs, no Body doubts of it; they will 
be different, not only with reſpect to Heathens and 
_ Chriſtians, but alſo | perhaps as much] between 
Chriſtian and Chriſtian. But, why may not the 
Nature or Kind of it, in general, be ſtill the 
ſame ? Right Kea/ſon concludes, that it mult con- 
fiſt in a Continuance of Life, with Pleaſures ſuit- 
able to Rational Beings ; and that theſe will be 
beſtowed in Proportion to Mens Virtuous Endow- 
ments in this Life. The Go/þe/ goes no farther, 
than to deſcribe and promiſe to Chriſtzans, in a 
more Explicit Way, the very ſame Thing, which 
Sincere Men, of All Ages and Nations, appear to 
have boped for,” and defired. It promiſes Life and 
Immortality; and declares, it ſhall be given to 
every Good Man as .a Reward; and the contrary 
to every Wicked Man as a Puniſhment, according 
to bis Works, and, moreover, that this Diſtri- 
bution ſhall be proportionable, without any Ræpect 
of Perſons. "Ce - 15 5 
NN But 
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But ſtill, this will not do; the'Goſpel-Remards 
muſt be different from thoſe of other Good Men; 
becauſe he Goſpel is a Covenant, and its Rewards 
ſet forth to us under the Notion of a KI N G- 
DOM, where we are to REIGN, &c. Be 
it ſo. And muſt therefore Righteous Lor, and 
Melchiſedec, and Noah, Daniel, and Job, never 
be permitted to fit down in this Kingdom, be- 
cauſe they did not know the Now revealed Terms 
and (Conditions of attaining to it? Or, muſt 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob loſe their Share in it, 
becauſe they lived roo Early to hear diſtinaly . 
of Chriſt's Merits, or to receive his Sacraments e 
Theſe are the Conſequences of Thefe, whoſe con- 
ception of Goſpel-Terms, and Gaſpel. Rewards, are 
much like what Children and Vulgar People have 
ot Heaven; as of one certain fine Place, where- 
in none but one certain S-:zz of Men ate to dwell. - 
What this Author blames the Biſbop for, is, 
(a) His teaching, that Men are juſtified even 
juſtified as Chriſtans are juſtified, merely hy their 
Sincerity. Now, it this be not true Doctrine, 
in his Lordſbip's Notion of Sincerity; I am ſure 
St. Paul has left us a Chapter of the 10 Do- 
Arine that can be: for his famous XIth Chapter 
to the Hebrews, was defigned on le to prove, 
„That all Good Men, down from Abe! to the 
* laſt Chriſtian that ſhall live upon Earth, are ac- | 
* ceptable to God by virtue' of this one ſole .M 
* Principle: of fincere Belief in, and Obedience ll 
„to his Kzown Will; and ſhall, at laſt, be | 
® (b) made perfect, i. e. crowned and rewarded 
* together ; with Rewards, all the ſame in Kind; 
and diftering. in Degrees upon no other Account, 


n 
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(4) Pag. 23. (b) Heb. xi. 39, 40. | | | 
| than 
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than that of their different 2warificatiors ariſing 
from their Sincerity in the Uſe of the ſevera! 
Degrees of Light and Knowledge afforded them by 
Providence. | 


wherein the Firſt of his Miſcellancous Obſerva- 
tions, or rather of his Medley of Miſunderſtand- 
zngs, relates to a Regular Succeſſion in the Mi- 
mfiry, and particularly in the Epiſcopal Order. 


I. 


His Lordſhip moſt juſtly alledges, That he bar 
never thrown the. leaſt Contempt upon a Regular 
Succeſſion of MINISTERS in general, or of 
BISHO PS in particular: That what he has be- 


From the 725 I now paſs to the Book; 


ſtowed theſe Words | Niceties and Trifles | upon, | 

is a Regular Uninterrupted Succeſſion, [viz. in 

one particular Line of Hands,) made abſolutely 

— * to the Favour of God; without which , 
| the ſincereſt Chriſtians ſhall not arrive at the Hap- 
| pineſs of Heaven. | , 
| Here our Ob/ervator leads us a Dance through + 

his wonted Qui and Diſtin#ions, to make out, M 

that Contemning a Regular Uninterrupted Suc- Fl 


- ceſfion, is the ſame with Contemning Regwlarity in 
General. To come at this, a Definition of Regu- 
larity is very magiſterially laid down; and it 

muſt be agreed to as his Lordfhip's. own Mean- 
ing of the Phraſe too, or elſe All is loſt, vis. 
(a) Regularity is ſuch a Succeſſion» of Perſons in 
the Miniſtry, as is agreeable to that RULE 
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(a) Pag. 3, 4. 


of 
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rw METHOD which GOD has appointed 
for the Conveyance of the Miniſterial Office. And 
what Rule is this? Why, it is THAT Rule 
which makes it neceſſary that the Miniſterial 
POWER, whith was firſt given by Chriſt to 
bis Apoſtles, ſhould have been conveyed by them to 
other's, and Jo on ſucceſſively thro all Ages. 
You ſee, upon what Suppoſition this Definition is 
founded ; viz. that there is One | and only One] 
particular Rule and Method of Appointing or 
Commiſſioning Perſons to the Miniſtry, ſtated and 
expreſly fed by God and Chrift ; in the Obſer- 
vance whereof, Regalarity muſt ſolely conſiſt. 
But, is this the Bzhop's Notion? Has Ae, or any 
of his Advocates, any other Idea of Regulariy, 
but the genera! One, viz. of ſome Method or 
Rule, in Oppoſition to abſolute Indiſtin;on of 
Perſons and Offices * We mean, by Regularity in 
Eclefraſtical Miniſtry, the ſame as we do by Re- 
gularity in Civil Miniſtry. And as, in the ſame 
Nation, Government and Regularity of Govern- 
ment, may be ſtill preſerved, tho'-ſometimes one 
Mode or Form, and ſometimes another, prevails in 
it; ſo, in the Charch, or in any Church, Regu- 1 
larity of Ordination or Deſignation of Perſons to 1 
the Miniſterial Offices may be preſerved, tho' the i" 
Manner of Appointing them, or the Method of 1 

EleQting them, or the Limits of External Privi- 1 
leges belonging to their Office, be not always one 1 
and the ſame. Thus his Lordſhip means, when Al 
he ſays, Regularity, i. e. ¶ ſome orderly Method } | 
may be preſerved, without the Suppoſition of a Suc- 
efron [pis. of one particular Line of Hands | ab- 
ſolutely Uninterrupted from the Beginning. 

And, if this Ohſervator will infift upon it, that 
this Paralle! will not hold good; I deſire Him cr 
his Friends to ſhew us, why it will not; unleſs 
of "OY | it 
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it be for this one Reaſon, That Chriſtian Societies, 
by being Chriſtian, muſt be ſuppoſed to have lets 
Senſe and Underſtanding, for Regularity in their 
External Regimen, than other Men. 

How poor and pitiful, now, is all that this 
Author has ſaid, upon this Head, in behalf of the 


Committee! A SUCCESSION, fays he, 


cannot be Uninterrupted | at all,] but only with 
respect to IIS Method or Rule by which IT 
. ought to proceed ; conſequently, REGULA RIT! 
of Succeſſion and UN INTERRUPTED NESS 
_ of Succeſſion, are one and the ſame Thing: And 
ro ſay that a Succeſſion may be Interrupted 
and yet Regular, or Regular and yet Interrupted, 
zs a Contradiction. But, tho it be a Contr- 
diction to ſay this of One and the Same Method; 
Is it any, to ſay, That tho' the Regzlarity of one 
Method be Interrupted, there may {till be Regu- 
larity in another? | 

His Lordſhip had no Notion of Rægalaritys be. 
ing confined to an Uninterrupted Succeſſion, vis, 
of one Line of Hands, in one particular Method. 
Ves; (a) But what if the Committec had no other 
Notion but this; What if they know. of, no Rule 
or Method, but what neceſſarily implies ſuch at 
Uninterrupted Succeſſion ; according (b) to what 
Men, ſ eſpecially Papiſts IN commonly underſtand, 
when they ſpeak of this Matter?! Why then, 
take the clear Conſequence ; *Tis plain, what his 
Lordfhip denies only with relation to Uninterruft- 
ed Succeſſon will be no denial of what the Con- 
mittee bath affirmed. That is; If the Con- 
© mittee be in a Blunder ; his Lordſhip, by ſet- 
« ting them Right, is in a, Blunder too. : 
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© (a) Pag. 5. (b) Pag. 4. | 
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The next Dance he leads us, is, to find out. 
what it was that my Lord intended to call a 
Dream, a Nicety, and a Trifle (a). His Lordſhip is 
ſuppoſed to inſinuate, that be meant theſe Words 
to be beſtowed, not upon Unmrerruprted Suc- 
ceſion fimply or in it /eff, but upon it as made 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Eternal Salvation of 
Chriſtians. For the preſent, we will take it not 
for an Inſinuation, but for his plain Meaning. 
What Harm is there in it? Why; it ſeems, 
is is neither Confiſtency, nor Truth. Not Confiſten- 
y ; for this Reaſon, becauſe, to ſay, a Succeſſion 
is then, and then only, Inſignificant to Salvation, 
when conſidered ax Neceſſary to Salvation, is not 
SENSE. No Words are ſufficient to expoſe 
this Tricking way of Arguing, as it deſerves. Is 
it no Senſe, tor me to ſuppoſe a Thing to be 
poſſibly True, as a Fa, and yet to deny its abſo- 
5 lute Neceſſity to Salvation, againſt thoſe who 


; affirm it to be Neceſſary? Or, can I deny it to 
. be Neceſſary, "till | or upon any other Occaſion 
r than as] it comes under Corfider ation, whether it 
le be Neceſſary, or No? Again; why is it Unrrue 
JN or Abſurd ? - Becauſe, ſays he, If it be a Dream 
at at all, "tis a Dream, an Invention, conſider it 
d, WW bow you will, It's being made Neceſſary to Satoa- 
n, tion, or not Neceſſary, cannot in the leaſt alter 


1s the Caſe. Shametul Scholaſtick ! © If it be a 
t- Dream, to ſay, that Zacobitiſm is abſolutely ne- 
2 4 ceſſary to the Happineſs of the Church; muſt it 
u. de equally a Dream, to ſay, there are any ſuch 
t- WH © Perſons as Jacobites at all ? © Du may. per- 

baps, think the former to be No Dream; and I wiſh 
dhe bester really were a Dream. 
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I know not how this Author's Head was 5 


ſehed at this Jungure. He had no ſooner ſpent 
three or four moſt impertinent Pages, to ſhew 


ſach a Diſtinction | ſuppoſing his Lordſhi p had 
made it, to be Sænſeleſe and Ahſurd; but, in the 
101b Page, he comes on again, grants it zo bring 
the Biſhop's Meaning to ſome Sound Senſe but 
then attacks it by Quotations out of his, Lordſhips 
Preſervative and Anſwer ; proving that his rea! 
Meaning was, to make, not the Neceſſty of Unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion, but the Succeſſion it /eff, 1 
Nicery and a Triſie. In thele Quotations, indeed, 
the Biſhop does deny that there is any Proof of 
ſuch a Succeſſion, but rather the higheſt Proba. 
bility of the contrary, &c. And 7his, by the 
Author's good Leave, is a ſufficient Evidence how 


much he bas been following his 'own Shadow, 


in imagining my Lord to intend, at all, to con- 
ceal his Opinion of ſuch a Succeſſon, ¶ in one 
particular Method, and certain Line of pe? 
tl Calls it a Dream, and it is a Dream, and wil 


appear ſo to the World, whenever it be examined 


as to its Truth of Fa. Only, as he did not 


. enter into Arguments, Pro or Con, about the Fatt; 


the main Thing he contemns as a Trifle and a 
[Politick] Invention of Men, is, their making it ne- 
cellary to Churchſhip and Chriſtianity; as Any one 


may ſee from his Words. 


Having thus introduced the Bjſhop as owning, 
or pretending to own, firſt one thing, and then 
another; and then made his own ſenſeleſs Com- 
mentaries, upon what he is pleaſed to make him 
ſay. ; the great Secret, at laſt, comes out, and tis 
Reſolved, that his Lordſhip thinks this ſame Regu- 
lar Uninterrupted Succeſhon a Contemptible Thing, 
Contemptible-enough, as a Fact, that has no certain 
Proof of its Truth ; and ſtill more done 

. | When 
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( 29) 


when urged as xecefſary to the Eternal Salngrion of 


Chriſtians. So now; the Next Point is, to ſhew, 
how this Principle. affetts the Cauſe of Relgiom; 
(a) and what Conſequences my, Lord muſt be obliged 
to maintain, as flowing unaveidably from it. 
Now, the Chiet ill Canſoguence, to hampes 
Him, and deſtroy the Church with, is, That he 
hath taken away A Rule and Rægularity of con- 
veyung the Miniſterial Office. Very ſad, indeed 
To. make the Charge good, Two notable Sueſtiont 
are cloſely propoſed. 1/7. Whezber there be ANY 
Rule by which the Miniſterial Office ought to be con- 
veyed, according to the Will and Appointment of 
God? Might it not as well have been as 
„Whether God and Chriſt intended there ſhould 
be any Church, or Chriſtian Societies, or Preachi 
„% of the Word, or Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
* ments * ”- And about twenty Lines are ſpent 
in proving there muſt be ſome Rule, ſome Diſtin- 
dion between Miniſters and People. Nay, his 
Lordſhip is brought in as affirming, there muſt be, 
and is, ſuch a thing as Regvlarity in the Succeſſion 
of Miniſters, Well ; here we don't quarrel. The 
24 unlucky 2xeſtion pulls us all to pieces again; 
Viz. (b)What that Rule is? For our Author's Mean- 
ing is; What is the one, ſole, . Rave, 
or Method, preſcribed by Chriſt tor this Purpoſe? 
IWe ſay ; Not any One Particular Rule; but it is 
left to Churches or Chriſtian Societies to make and 
uſe their own Rules. Our Authon refers us to the 
Current Doctrine, that a certain expreſs Commiſhon 
was given to particular Perſons, who were to hand 
it down Uninterruptedly to other particular Perſons, 
from the Apoſtles to all Ages. A Doctrine Cur- 
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(a) Pag. 14, 15, Cc. (b) Fag. 15, 


rent, 
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(39). 
rent, indeed, amongſt Papiſts, Nonjurors, &c. but 
ſuch as will not 'pa/s at all amongſt Intelligent Pro. 
teſtanto holding to the Principle of the Rokr | 
and making Scripture their only Rule. Now, his 
| _— Crime amounts to this; He renounces 
the Rule of Uninterrupted Succeſſion, and therefore 
muſt plead for ANOTHER Rule. Molt certainly 
But then, (a) Le has not ſo much as Endeavoured 
to ſatisfie the World HO, the Miniſterial 
OVER [Office, Duty, might as well have been 
added,] can rightfully be conveyed, without the 
Suppoſition of ſuch a SUCCESSION. —— 
Nay; bis Lordſhip has never, ſo much as Once, 
"Till now in = AN of E wa _ us, 2 be 
thought Regularity might be preſerved without the 
Szppoſition ' of an UNINTERRUPTED 
SUCCESSION. Dear Sir ! forgive his Lord- 
foip for this once! He did, indeed, unwarily 
take it for granted, That Proteſtants, | eſpecially 
“ Proteſtant Pvizes, | might have, yet, ſome 
« Senſe left in their Heads, and ſome remains of 
“ Honeſty in their Hearts.” Unhappy Great 
Man, to be ſo far Miſtaken ! He was ſo unfor- 
tunate as to be put upon a Task, wherein it was 
his ſole Buſineſs to Confute the Extravagances of 
one way of Miniſterial Succeſſion: And, by going 
no farther, he is concluded to have (b) given 4 
Handle to his Readers to imagine there was no 
REGULARITY to be obſerved at all, — 
but that a Gap is opened to Contempt, Diſorder, 
ond Confuſion. That is, © He has done nothing 
<-but run down Popery and Zacobitiſm ; Ergo, He 
intended that no Froteſtant Principle thould 
* come. in its Room. N | 


— . . 
a con” m 
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(a) Pag. 16. (b) Ibid.” 


| Y os HE.” 
So, the ſad Iſſue of All is this ; La) The denid! 
of the Uninterrupred Succeſſion, leaves his Lordſhip 
and us but two things poffible, Viz. Either to ſup- 
poſe, 1/½, Thar God bath left every particular 
(pneregation of Chriſtians a Power. to'Appoint and 
Ordain its own Miniſters : Or, 2dly, That be hath 
lodged this Power” in the Croil Magiſtrate. To 
aſſert the one, is downright INDEFENDENCY: 
Y maintain the other, is the Doftrine of ERASTUS. 
No doubt, theſe two Words are intended as 
Characters of Infamy': But they prove here, to 
be very high Compliments to the Church of Eng- 
land. For the Church of England, conſider d as 
a Congregation of Faithful Men, diſtindt from other 
ſuch Congregations, doth claim a Power, as from 
God, to Appoint and Ordain its own.. Miniſters”; 
and therefore. is downright INDEPENDENT: 
Alfo, ..the Civi/ Power doth Appoint Who ſhall 
Ordain, and How Men ſhall be Ordained. For, 
the ddt for Uniſormity is a Civil Law: And tho 
Crvil Officers are not permitted to Ordain; yet the 
Cuil rower Can, and Ought, to Suſpend or De- 
prive: Men, of the Exerciſe of the Function, upon 
uſt Occaſions: Which this Gentleman, with a 
Sneer, calls taking Holy Orders away; as, indeed, 
it really is: For a Biſbop without a Biſhoprick, 
and a Miniſter without. Miniſtry | or a Power to 
Miniſter,] is, even by all Ancient Church- Rules 
themſelves, a mere Nothing. So, he may Call 
the Church England ERAS TIA N, if he 
pals *rill he can invent a ne Name, or find 
tter Manners. | 
The remaining Pages run in the ſame Strain, 
and ſhew this Author, either to have read but one 


ts 


nn — 


(0 Pay. 1). by WE 
© | fide 


— 


„ 
ne of this:Qagftion, ot elſe willingly. to Contra! 


hat is fall on the cher. An Uhinterrupttd Sus. | 

erffton; he () affitms, bar ben Rept up; und tot 

am ir un as good Hiſtorten! \ Evidence ar m Ml * 

wecezve in OTHER Caſer: vis. Tuch Cafes, as 

that of thé S#rjprouve-Canor, I ſuppoſe ; To make f 
| 
| 
| 


Hut which Pafallel, we leave Him and his Maſter 
_  Anbther (5) Fage is ſpent in great Charity and 
good Humour to Laecpiſcopal Chriſtians. Thar 
want of Buptiſin uminiſired by proper Hands, &c. 
. Jhokld diſamnmul Ordination, 1s, be ſays, 4 Fancy, 
and be is not obliged to Aviſwer it. Much leſs is 
be 'obliged ro muintain, that Ihe Ordinances .of the 
Goſpel, unleſs received from the Miniſters of this 
Succeſſion, art 'inefficacions — to the Salvation 
of. Chriflians. == Nay, he ſhould think binſelf 
10 blame; to li it down Univerſally, that none 
ran poſfibly' be Saved without the Lie of the Tio 
SACRA MENTS. Now, if there be one 
Word of Confiftency in this Gentleman's Three: 
Bob; what ſorr of Salvation cai he think poſſi- 
ble, to Mien not uſing this Miniſtry, theſe Hands, 
and theſe Sacrament:? Not Chriſtian Salvation, 
or the GoſpeRewards ; for they (c) he has aſſu- 
fed us; aré inſepatably annexed to certain ſtated 
Jzrms and Conditions, of which, Obedience to 
them that babe ihe Rule over is, is ont; and 
one can habe any Right, -according to the Will 
of God, to Rule or Miniſter, but they who art 
Ordained to th Miniſiiy hy the one Rate af 
pointed by God, That Men therefore ſhould. 
Our of the Goſpel. Terme, and yet have the Sal- 
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F (a) Pag. 19, 20. (0) Pag. 1. (c) Remarks, 
pag. 23, 24. And Pref; to to theſe Miſcellan. pag. 4, 5. 


vation 


1 
vation of Chriſtians, is a Contradiction worthy. of 
ſuch Writers as this. Theſe Non- Succeſſion-Chri- 
flians, or your Chriſtians and No Chriſtians, thate- 
fore, are to be Saved in ſome way or other, our 
Author knows not how, nor under what Denomi- 
nalion. Something he would fain ſay for them, 
but he muſt take care to make that Something 
amount to Nothing. See, how he has done this, 
with reſpect to Forezen Proteflants, and our Diſſen- 
ters, in the next Words. (4) dl, I contend for, 
is this, That if this Uninterrupted Succeſſion be 

| the Way which God has appointed for the Convey= 
ance of the Miniſterial Power, then the Miniſters 
of that Succeſfion are the ONLY True and 
' Lawful Miniſters of Feſius Chriſt. ———— And 
| | it is a Duty ordinarily incumbent on Chriſtians 
; to follow theſe and receive the Goſpel-Ordinances 
7 from their Hands only. But then, what Allowances 
God MA Y [or perhaps not | make ; how far 
he will DISPENSE, where Men follow Ano- 
ther Miniſtry, becauſe tis the only Miniſtry they 
: CAN G 4 T; [which he charitably thinks to 
, be the Caſe of many, not all, Proteſtants Abroad; 
, or where Men ignorantly join themſelves to others, 
| which may be the Caſe of moſt Proteſtant Diſſenters 
| at Home: — Why truly, whether there be 
0 Allowance, or Diſpenſation to theſe good People, 
d or no, he undertakes not to determine; for be 
1 knows of no Rule of the Goſpel about it. A 
. 
e 
| 


merciful Goſpel indeed! as theſe mercitul Am- 
baſſadors of it are pleaſed to repreſent it ! Surely, 
the Gentleman expeQts great Thanks from Abroad 
| and at Home, for being ſo generous as to leave 
Umoſt the whole Proteſtant World to Uncove- 


— 


(a) Ibid. 


nantel 


| (34) 
aanted Mercies: And [which renders his 'Mode. 
ꝗ much more conſpicuous,] for doing this in the 
very Paragraph, wherein he has joined my Lord 
of Bangor with Mr. Toland, as a 3 of the 
Ou, and an Inventor of a New Goſpel. © 
His (a) Diſtinction between Lainterrupted Sus. 
ceffron in the Miniſterial Office or Power, and a 
Succelſton, Regular or Canonical, as to Diſtricts ot 
-Dyoceſſes, is a further Proof how full his Head is 
of Dreams and Trifles. He allows, that there may 
Have. been Iaterruptions, or Intruſions, as to pal. 
ticular Sees or Dioceſſes; and yet, notwithſtanding, 
there may have There been no Interruption of 
Miniſterial Power. What? Not of Regular Mi- 
niſterial Power? Why, that's Nothing; for Re. 
gulariry is a Marter of Order or Rule of the 
Church, but Miniſterial Fower is founded upon 
Goſpel. Nules. Well then; tis plain, Goſpel-Regu 
larity may be one Thing, and Chwurch-Regularity 
another. Now, Wherem conſiſts Church-Reguls 
rity > Phainly, in a Conformity to Church- Canon: 
And Wherem conſiſts Miniſterial Power £ Why, 
in F n Power as given by the Goſpel 
So, at laft, ro the Geſpel we muſt go; and the 
Poor Church is left in the Lurch. 

To help out the Church, at this dead Lift, 
another Quirk preſents it ſelf. Inrruffons, (b) ſays 
he, ſuppoſe of Schiſmatical or Heretically Ordain- 
ed Biſhops into the Sees of the Orthodox,] do wt 
airy the Succeſſion: For tis poſſible that a Regi- 
. Jar Succeſhon may be Rept up againſt the Irregular 
one. Very Good! "Tis paſibie, and perhaps may 
or may not be. But ſarely, in the nean tim, 
here may be Irregular Ordinations continued, 35 
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(a) Page 23, . ) Page a 
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well 
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„ 
well as Regular ones, to fill the World with. 


At laſt, he lays, (a) The Irregalar may it ſe 
- become Regular, by a Ceſſation of the Karle \ 
he As much as to lay z A Canonical, Regular, Un- 

« interrupted Succeſſion, may come out of an 
”" « Uncanonical, Irregutar, and Interrupied one. 
1 Finally; that every Thing againſt this Prote- 
or ſtant Prelate may be run to its laſt and blackeſt 
i5 Extremity, tis averr'd, that be has denied and 
ay oppoſed Te Regular Succeſhon [or conſtant Cont 1 
t- nance] of the Miniſterial Office it & ELF. It 
might as juſtly have been faid, That he has de- 
of ned there hath been any Chxrcb, any Chriſtian 
i. Heiety, fince the Days of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
„cor, that there has been any Appointment of Mi- 
be riſters to Officiate in thoſe Societies. When this, = 
„is made out, our Ob/ervator needs give 1 
1 no further Trouble about Regularities. But till 
ty this is done, All that he, and the Gentlemen he 
+ has gleaned from, have ſaid about it, is nothing 
” more than a Reproach to the Reformation, and a 
Y, Scandal to the Nation and Church they pretend to 
el, belong to, 
he | | | ö 

33 

ft | . 
ys An Article of Twelve Pages more, is to ſhew, 


in- (b) that bis Lordſhip's Doctrine tends to breed a 
uot Diſregard to the Miniſters of Feſus Chrift. This 
u- WW Conſequence the Commirtee proved, it ſeems, from 
lar WY fs having denied AU Authority to the Church. 
Now, by the Church, ſays he, they meant zbe 
2 Miniſters of Feſuss Chriſt. So, my Lord has ſhewn 
52 Diſtegard to Theſe, under the Name of the 


(9) bid, (b) Page 25. . 
iy E 2 Church, 
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8 (36) 
Church, whom he never ſo much as once in his 
Lite, thought to be the Church, or called the 


Church. 


But, ſuppoſing Lawſu! Ministers to be the 
Church; the 2 to them 1s gathered from 
thoſe Words of his Lordſhip, viz. That true 
or- ſincere Chriſtians are they, who are willing Sub- 
gefts to CHRIST alone, — with an IM. 
MEDIATE REGARD to Hin, in the 
great Affair of Conſcience and SALVATION, 
without FEAR of MENS Judgment. 

This is made out, þrf?, by elaborately diſtinguiſh- 
ing (a) what it is for Chriſt to be regarded im 
mediately, 1. e. Himſelf, and what it is for Him 
to be regarded remotely, i. e. by Means of re- 
garding others put into Authority under Him; 
what it is for Chriſt to be Fudge, and what for 
Miniſters to be Fudges under Him: And, after 


abundance of Words, tis found, that, tho' Chriſt 


be a Judge, yet Men may be Fudges too: But 


all this ſtill, under the falſe and confuſed No- 


7ion of what it is to be a Judge in Affairs of pure 
Conſcience and Salvation; wherein there can poſſ- 
bly be but one Judge, and but one Regard paid, 
vis. ſuch as is immediate to that Fudge; He being 
the ſole Fudge of that which He alone can ſee 
and now. So that, for the Committee to claim 
any mediate Judgment of their own, as Miniſters, 
in ſuch Things, zs zo preach, not Feſus Chriſt, but 
Themſelves, and to aim at a Regard inconſiſtent 
with an immediate Regard to Chriſt; as his Lord- 
ſhip, with juſt Afloniſbment, obſerves. 

| How ignorantly, therefore, does this Writer go 


on, in ſcornfully demanding of the Biſhop (6) 70 


6 


_ 


( Pag. 29, 30. (0) Pag. 32. 


tow 3 | prove 
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prove this, which proves it ſelf 3 70 ſhew the Inn . 
"conſiſtency ;, and alledging, that there can be no Me- 
dium; i. e. my - Lord is to prove, that Men may 
not be Judges and Latagivers, in Matters whereof 
Chriſt alone hath the Cognizance. ' W 
The reſt of his Impertinence, about Things of 
Outward Order and Decency, being nothing but 
his uſual Transferring of the Queſtion, is ſuffi- 
ciently Aniwered in my foregoing (a) Reply. 
Only I deſire you would mind the Cloſe Spirit 
of this Diſputant, when he is newly come out 
of a Fit of Rallery. The Committee accuſe my 
Lord of breeding in the Minde of the People' 
a Diſrægard to Them who RULE OVER 
them, i. e. to M N This Engh/h Phraſe, 
RULING OVER; my Lord, with every 
good Critick, knew, to convey an Idea of 
Power - far greater than the Original word: 
[*Hyspſoa:] will bear. He thought it proper, 
therefore, to obſerve what it really fignified, in 
the New Teflament.. (b) Signifie | —— cries 
this Writer, Let it ſgniſie what it will; tbis is 
no part f the Nueſtion. Here's Diverſion for 
you Now ! Did the Commiztee think RULING 
OVER, to ſignifie Something, or Nothing? Or, 
Was it Indifferent to them what it meant? Nay, 
Did They not think, [and laid the Srre/s upon it ] 
that it ſignified the very Thing which They con- 
demned the Biſhop for denying? And is He 
| fit to appear in Black and White any more, who 
ſays, This is no Part of the "Queſtion ? Sir, 
am ſuſpicious, the Gentleman might mean, that 
The Church or Miniſters only were in the Que- 


—— 
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(.) Anſwer to his Defence, pag. 86, — to pag. 91. 
bh 050 Fag. 347 33. | 


5, tion, 
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2 Ki ( 38 ) 3 ; 22 
ſtion, and the Nero Teſtament quite out of the 
Queſtion, in Religious Diſputes. + 

Well; the word is examined, and is e 


- 


found. to carry the ſoft and; |. ent Senſe of | 
ers, and Guides, Spiritual Shepherds'; not Drivers, 
and Butchers, Shearers, and Fleecers. Theſe 1ſt 
mords threw our Author's Spirits into a perfect 
Hurricane. What ? The Committee to deſerve this 
Treatment! (a) Any of that Learned, that Vene- 
rable BODY, to. be called TINQUISITORS, 
DROVERS, FLEECERS! While all that 
my Lord ſays, is, that, theſe Figures of Speech, 
viz. RULING, and GOVERNMENT over 
Chriſtians as SHEEP, muſt not be carried 100 
FA R. The only juſt Inference from which, is, 
That They who do carry them 700 far, will debaſe 
Chriſt's Sheep into the State of Animals ſo called, 
and uſe them accordingly : But that the Committee 
intended to do this, or actually did it, [as the 
PopiſhClergy do,] can be no way concluded from 
Words that are put as a pure Caution, and no- 
thing elſe. So little reaſon had this Perſon for 
ſhitting up this Paragraph with a Retaliation of 
D invidious and bitter a Frrſonal Reflection up- 
on his Lordſbip; whole Care and Diligence, in 
every Station of Life, has been ſo Conſpicuous. 
is almoſt} needleſs for me to take notice of 
his Weakneſs, with reſpect to the Phraſe, Not 70 
Afraid of Man's Judgment, and his applying it 
to Cbureh- Excommuni cation; which his Lordſhip 
moſt plainly uſed in the ſame Senſe with 
St. Paul, [I. Or. iv. 3.] vis, that of Mens raſbly 
judging and condemning the "Conferences of 
Others. This is the Meaning, and only Meaning, 
of Mans Fudgment, as appears from that whole 
— Aiũ[— ä w·;BRů———ʒ 


Paſſage 


(a) Pag. 355 36. 


e 
Paſſage ; and which, as it was the Caſe of the 
Corinthian Faction againft St. Paul, is likewiſe the 
Caſe of all Sincere { tho* Erroneous] Chriſtians 
Excommunicated for mere fimple Errors. Ir is, 
to them, a ſinall Thing, i. e. nothing | with reſpect 
to the Favour or Anger of God] to be ſo Judged; 
becauſe where there is no open and wicked Dij- 
bonefty committed, the = One that can, and 
ought to Fudge them, is the Lord; becauſe” He 
alone can know and make manifeft the Counſels 
== Heart, | ver. 5.] whereas True and Rebe 
communication, for open Wickedneſs, can, in 
no more Propriety of Speech, be called. Murs 
Judgment, than Mens pronouncing Wickednefs to 
be uo Chriſtianity, can be ſo called. Thus perpe- 
tually Erroneous is this Caviller in his Applica- 
tions. 


* 


Nt. 


The (a) laſt Section of theſe learned Miſcel- 
lanies, is, to produce Tuo Things more. The E 
is, the ſtale Expedient of clapping the Char 
Article upon his Lordſhip's Back, with relation 
to his Notion of the Church. 

To make the ſhorter Work with theſe Vexa- 
tious Diſputants, let us, for the preſent, lay aſide 
the Biſhop's molt juſt Allegation, viz. Tbar he 
was diſcourſing of the Unroerſal Inoifuble Church, 
while tbe Article ſpeaks of A Particular Fischle 
one, or of All or Any Patticular ones that make 
up the HM hole Viftble Church; and let us ſuppoſe 
his Definition to have been of the Vi/eb/e Church; 


heres 


355 (a) Pag. 39, 40, Oc. Bo 


— — . — —U— — 


the word Church, under an Idea that fignifies the 


(640 


yet, even then, the Cammittecs Objection, as here 
inforced by the Author, is of no Validity, nor 
does the Definition contain the leaſt Inconſiſtency 
with that of the XIXth Article. My Lord's 
: Deſcription is, The Number of Men. — who 
truly and ſincerely are Subjects to Feſus Chriſt 
"alone ——— in Matters of Eternal Salvation. 


Where lies the great Fault of this? Why, in 
omitting the pure Preaching of God's Word, and 


the due Admmiſtration of the Sacraments; which 


Omiſſion, he ſays, amounts (a) to 4 Contradifion 


to this, and to the XXVIIth Article, wherein Bap- 
tiſin is declared to ingraft Men into the Church, 


Juſt as if you ſhould ſay; that, by my deſcribing 
a True Subject of * GEORGE, to be one 
toho lives in true Obedience to Him, agreeably to 
the Laws , I give you a Contrad icton to the Ad of 
Settlement, and to the Ads for the Land-Tax, 
becauſe I did not mention them in my Deſcrip- 
tion. How can a Definition, that comprehends 
Al! neceſſary Particulars, be oppofite to Any of 


them? The Author, indeed, has try'd his Skill, 
or rather his Trick, to ſhew this Oppoſition, in. 
reſpect to the Two" Sacraments; and, as he is 


pleaſed to referr us to what he has before ſaid 
upon that Point, I referr you to my (b) Anſwer 
. 9 | 

Thus, even upon Suppoſal that his Lordſhip's 
Deſcription had been 4 Deſcription of the V;/ib/e 
Church, there is no Contradiction between it, and 


that of our Articles. But the Biſhop, tho' he 


did ſometimes, as he had Occaſion, make uſe of 


— 


— 


Foy (a) Pag. 40, 5 8 (b) Anſwer to his Remarks, rag. 246 


Viſible 
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(41) 
Vifeble or A Vifible Society of Chriſtian Profeſſors 5 
yet, in his main Argument, he continually, and 
moſt evidently, meant it of the Ivy/b/e, i. e. the 
Body of ſincere Believers. - , © 1 

Now, pray obſerve how ſtrenuouſſy he is at- 
tacked upon his calling this The Univerſal In- 
viſible Church. Our Obſervator has found out, 
(a) that bis Lordſhip's Intention was, to deſcribe 
The Univerſal Church of Chriſt, in ſuch a Manner 
a4 to make it no Viſible Society. To make this 
amount to an. Abſurdity, the onſy Meaning I can 
put upon it is this, That Men, by being Mem- 
« bers of the Ixviſible Church of Chriſt, are no 
longer Viſible Men, but are turned into Air or 
„ Ether. Did his Lordſhip mean Inviſtbiliry 
with reſpeQ to any other Thing than the Sincerity 
and real Virtues of ſuch Men; wherein they are, 
indeed, Viſible, or certainly Nuoton, to none but 


God ? Does that Reſpelt exclude them from be- 


ing Oxtward Profeſſors, or Members of a Viſible 
Society? Why, ves; his Lordſhip ſays, Out- 
ward Acts, and Viſible Outward Signs, belong to 
A Vifuble Church as ſuch, — and belong to it 
alone as ſuch. What follows from hence? No- 
thing leſs than this, That if theſe Outward Ace 
or Signs belong to A Viſible Church only, then they 
are not at all neceſſary to conſtitute the Univerſal 


Church. As much as to fay ; © Becauſe Particu- 


© lar Outward Profeſſions, or Signs, are the di- 
* ſtinguiſhing ' eſſential Characters of Particular 
* Outwatd - Profeſſors, or Societies of - Viſible 
Churches; therefore no Signs, no Outward 
* Profetſion ar all, is required of thoſe who are 
* Inwardly, Sincerely, i. e. Iv;/ib/y, True and 


W 
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_ © Virtuous Chriſtians. * A Conſequence his Lord- 


ſhip ſo carefully yo himſelf againſt, that 
nothing bur Lois of Brains, or ſomething much 
worſe, could have made this Writer ſo much as 
attempt to turn ſo clear a Caution into an Affir- 
mation of the quite Contrary to what it was de- 
ligned for. | | 

This will ſhew-you his equal Impertinence, in 
the — 2 mt he draws from the other Expreſ- 
lions of his Loxdſhip, viz.” That the Notion of 
the Church of | Chriſt, at 1 was the Number of 
thoſe —— who believed Him to be the Meſhuh, 
This, ſays he, (2) does not imply a Viſible Society, 
Another great Diſcovery ! © Their Inviſible Sin. 
cexity of Belief is not Viſible. * Well; but 7 
is not ſufficient to gatber Men into a Viſible H. 
ciety. Does he mean, that fincere Belief in Chriſt 


ſin his Lordſhip's Senſe}: is not ſufficient to carry 


en to the Open or Viſible Profeſion of his 
Religion? This is neither his Lord/hip's Notion, 
nor that of the Scripture; which is ſo far from 
ſuppoſing the one of theſe to be inconſiſtent with, 
or ſeparate from the other, that they are always 


joined together. (b) With the Heart Man beheveth 


unto Righteouſueſs, or Fuſtiſſcotion ;] and with the 
Mouth Confelſion ¶ it ſhould be rather rendred 
(b) Profeſſon] is made unto Salvatium; Rom. x. 
To. But, as this Gentleman is mightily skilled 


in finding out Secrets, be pleaſed to try it you 


cannot come at Hzs Secret, in all this Bluſter about 
Church. What is it, according to Him, that 
makes The Church, or A Church, a Viſible So. 


— 
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(4) Page 43. (b) *Oponoye), agreeable to 
Matth. x. 32. Jol n ix. 22. with many other Paſſages. 


ciety* 
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(43) 
ap 2 Why, (a) Outward: and. Vaſihle Laws; 
1 they are Py tagetber. By wh Br Na 
either mean, one certain Sett of the ſame Qut- 
ward Laws; of which, no doubt, He and his 
Friends would be glad to have the Making; or 
elſe, he muſt mean ſome Outward Laws or Gher 
| ſuch as different Setts of Men may agree upon, as 
the Viſible Signs of their Society; and then, tis 
lain there is no one particular Sett of Outward 
— rs can be ſaid to be ſo requiſite, as that 
there can be no Viſible Profeffon of Chriſtianiiy 
without it. Nay, *tis as clear, alſo, that one and 
the ſame Number of Profeſſors may continue to 
be a Society, anſwering all the chief Ends of So- 
ciety, tho they do not all agree in the Uſe of 
all the fame External Laws, or Signs, or Uſages. 
| Judge for your ſelf, r; Whether it was not 
this beloved Notion, of the Neceſſity of Oue deter- 


minate Sett of Outward Laws, that fired this Author 
into his furious Nonſenſe againſt what the Biſhop 
i has faid about Mens Miſtakes, in arguing from 
N other Viſible Societies and Kingdoms of this World, 
: to what ought to be Viſible and Senſible in Chriſt's 
h Kingdom. His Lordſhip juſtly allows, They have 
. a general Reſemblance ;, they are both of them 
4 Kingdoms z they agree in having Laws, Governors, 
p and Subjects, and reſemble each other as far as 
| a Spiritual Kingdom can do. a Temporal one. 


Alas ! cries our ſevere Obſervator, This is to ſay 
mo more than, that Chriſt's Kingdom is a Kingdom, 
and nothing elſe, and that it bears no Reſemblance 
of to other Kingdoms AT 4LL. That is; © To 
<* affirm, Chriſt's Kingdom to be a Kingdom, is 
* to Ny, it is no Kingdom. To fay, that King 


þ 4 ” 


ar 


(%) Page 47, 49. 
p* : * F 2 « George 


. (44) 
„ George is a Limited King over Britiſh Subjects; 


&« is to ſay, He bears No Reſemblance AT ALL 


to King Lewis, or King Philip, who are Un- 
« Jmirted ones.. . 
In ſhort; that you may ſee this Gentleman's 


eat good Fortune, whenever Scripture is ap- 


pealed to in this Controverſy ; take Hrs accurate 
Account of the Phraſe Church, (as uſed in thoſe 
Sacred Books," in Oppoſition to that of his Lord. 
| fp. Firſt, he ſays, (a) That the Phraſe INV. 
SIBLE CHURCH, is no where to be found 
in Scripture, | in the Senſe wherein it fignifies 
Thoſe Members of the V;/b/e Church, who are 
inwardly and really what they outwardly profeſs 
themſelves to be;] and can, in no Senſe, be 
called The UNIVERSAL CHURCH, or 
WHOLE KINGDOM of Chriſt, as his 
Lordſhip pretends to call it. Secondly, That the 
word CHURCH, when uſed in Scripture] in. 
its UTMOST LATITUDE, does never ſjenifie 
The. Whole, Sincere, and Infincere] Number of 
Vifible Profeſſors, or Believers of Chriſt as the 
'Meſfiab, whether following the Apoſtles, or follow- 
ing Falſe-Teachers, &c. But, on the contrary, as 
he affirms, tis always reſtrained to ſuch | and 
ſuch Men only] (b) as beld to the Apoſtles Do- 
&rine and Fellowſhip, —— and received Sacraments 
from ſuch Miniſters [only,] as were, by Their 
Diref&ions, ſet over them : And moſt pertly chal- 
lenges his Lordſhip ro diſprove this when he 
can. | 

_ Whither will not Zeal and Imagination carry 
a Man! The New Teſtament is in no one Caſe, 
that I know of, more expreſs ang clear, than it 
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(45) 
ic for the very contrary to both theſe" 1gnopane 
Aﬀertions. As to the Firſt; Tho“ the very word 
Inviſible were not to be found, as Joined to the 
word Churth, in Scripture ; Methinks This Perſon 
ought, in Juſtice, to take home his own language, 
and be ſatisfied, if the THING be found there. 
Now, the THING is ſo Evidently to be fouud 
in the New Teſtament, that I may challenge this 
Author to ſhew any one Paſſage, wherein the 
real Church, and true Kingdom of Chrift, the 
Church in its proper Senſe, is deſcribed otherwiſe 
than as conſiſting of Thoſe Men and Thoſe only} 
who are inwardly, | i. e. viſibly] good and true 
Chriſtians. '* They whom our Saviour calls (2) His 
Sheep, His Friends, His Diſciples indeed, &c. are 
thoſe, and only Thoſe, who | effefually, not pro- 
feſſedly,] bear his Voice, and do bis Commandments. 
They that are ſaid to be really] Ia Chriſt, Chriff's, © 
Sons of God, &c. are They, and only They, who 
are New Creatures, and crucifie the Fleſh, with its 
Afeftions and Luſis. All Theſe, and none but 
Theſe, are that [Real | Church, whereof Chriſt is 
the (O) Head, Husband, and Saviour ; The Church 
which He /overh and cheriſheth ; even That Bod 
F Men, who alone can be ſaid to be fo Nearly 
Related to Him; as to be Members of bis Body, 
of bis Fleſh, and of bis Bones. In a word; Who- 
ever, beſide this number of Men, are called The 
Church, are ſtiled ſo by mere Latitude of Lan- 
guage, and are but Nominally ſuch. ph 
Lou may pleaſe to take this Scriprure-Senſe of 
the Real Church, in the Words of a Man Ever 
Memorable' for delivering the ſame Chriſtian Do- 
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(a) Jobn x. 11, 14, 27, 28. & xv, 14 
(6) Epbeſ. v. 23, 26, 27, 30, 32. 
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(46) 
ine with my Lord of Bangor. It it, ſays he. 
Glory of tbe CHURCH, Nor to be SEEN, 


- 


| and the NOTE of it, to be INVISIBLE 


s AX * 


When wo cal ny VISIBLE. COMPAN 
CHURCH, # is but a word of 


4 Profeſſors 4 
-OQURTESY. Ot of Charity, we bope Men 
to he that which they do Profeſs ; And therefore 
We [as the Scriptures did] .o . ſpeak, as if they 
were indeed That whoſe Name they bear. But 
-——— where, and who they are that make up this 

is 4 Queſtion unfit for any Man 10 
move : For the Lord "Knoweth who are bis. It is 
4 POPISH Madneſs to ſend Men up and down 
to find The CHURCH; it is like the Children 
of the Prophets, who would needs ſeek ELIAS 
or dike the NOBLES that ſought JTEREMIAS, 
batt could not find bim; Because TRE Log 
HAD HID ni. Hs Golden Remains, p. 201. 
in his Sermon on this very Text, My Ringdon 


ii not of this World. 


This Church, or Body of Men, is not, expreſy 
in Scripture, called The Ivi/eb/e Church; but yet, 
it is there expreſly ſaid to conſiſt of, fuch only, 
whoſe Religion is z7ward, not outward ; in the 
Spirit, not in the Letter; in the hidden Man of 


the Heart, and who call upon the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
i SINCERITY And tis a mighty Impro- 


priety to call This Iviſible; when the very Thing, 
that makes it a real] Church. at all, is Viſible 
to none but to GOD! Tis unfit to call it 
The Umverſal Invifeble Church, while yet that 


Phraſe expreſſeth the very Idea of St. Paul, when, 


by this Chxrch, he means ALL that call upon 


the Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerny ! 


But, on the other fide, To convince you that 
this word urch, when uſed in its larger and 


Whole 


utmoſt Latitude in Scripture, comprehends the 
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(47) 
Whole Body of Profeſſors, or Believers, the Goo! 
as well as the Bad, the Followers of Falſe Doftrines 
and "Falſe "Teachers as well as the Followers of 
True ones; I need only to remind you to ask 
your ſelf, Whether St. Paul could have any other 
Meaning, when he ſtiles the ſeveral Bodies of 


Men, to whom he wrote his ſeveral Epiſtles, 


CHURGCAES 9 Nay, Whether, in writing to 
the Corinthian CHURCH, he did not write to 
the Falſe Teachers, and their Followers, as well as 
to thoſe who adhered to His own Doctrine and 
Fellowſhip ? What ſort of Fellowſhip They had 
with either Chriſt or his Apoſtles, ſome of whom 
Chriſt threatned (a) to ſpue out of bis Mouth; 
and yet St. 70h promiſcuouſly calls them 
(a) CHURCHES ? And, finally, Whether, when 
Chriſt is {aid to Come, and, one Day, (56) Gather 


out from bis Kingdom | or Church] All that Offend ,, 


it be not implied, that the Church includes Ta#es' 
as well as Wheat, in this its Large Acceptation, 
or Language of Courteſy, in Scripture? So clear 
and | diſtinguiſhing is the Scripture, in the one and 
the other of theſe Notions of this Word'; ſo con- 
fuſed, as well as confident, is this Obſervator, In 


both. Vet this is the Modeſt Writer, that is 


eaſed, by way of Contempt, to ſend our Biſhop 
x Mr. To/and, and to the Siakers ! | 

The ſecond remarkable Flight, in this Section, is 
againſt his Lordſhip's Notion of Hamane Learn- 


ing, and its Neceſſity, in Matters of Religion. 


As I verily think it were hardly poſſible for the 


| Pen of any Man living, to be more clear than 


my Lord has been upon this Article; fo I leave 
you to Judge, whether any thing can be more 


(a) Revelat, Chap. ii, and iii, (b) Matth. iii. 41. 
81 ſenſeleſs 
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(45) 
ſenſeleſs and cloudy, than what Mr. Stebbing has 
here offer d againſt his Defence of it. From the 
Biſhop's Doctrine of Sincerity, as available to 
juſtify all Men, The Committee interred, © I hat 
« be, made every Man, bow Illiterate and Ignorant 
ſoever, bis: own ſole Fudge and Director on Earth, 
in the fiffair of Religion. His Lordſhip moſt 
truly Replies, That, in the Matter of Religion, 
i: e, Conſcience and Salvation, or the Great In. 
portant Points ¶ Chriſtianity, on which Eternal 
Salvation depends, it muſt be ſo: The Iliterate 
muſt be their own Judges; becauſe, whatever (a. 
pacity they have, it ii THEIR OW N, and gi. 
ven by God to guide them, as other | Mens Capu- 
cities are to guide thoſe others. — With ma. 
ny more Reaſons, moſt clearly proving the Truth 
of his Aſlertion. E | 
But comes this ſprightly Defender, and tells 
zus, that by making Men their own: Fudges, the 
Committee thought his Lordſhip to mean, (a) that 
all Direction and Iuſtruction was unneceſſary to 
the Salvation of Chriſtians. - What? All Eudea- 
vours after the beſt Direction and  Infiraftion, 1 
Man can get, - unneceffary - to Salvation? Then 
his Lordſhip muſt affirm, that Sincerity it ſelf ls 
-unneceſlary ; and that Bratality it ſelf is a ſufficient 
Qualification for a Chriſtian. Why, No; this 
looks a little too awkward to be ſuppoſed of 
the Biſhop; but ſtill he has denied the Ne- 
ceſſity of Iaſtruction; for he has denied the Ne- 
ceſſity of Humane Learning, and the Fudgment of 
Learned Men; he has (b) Viliſei Learning, &c. 
Now, All the Learning his Loxdſhip ſpeaks of, 
is, that Literature which is [commonly] called 


— 
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5 (a) Pag. 54, 35, GWS. (5) Page 62. 
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ln Learning; 


? (49) * 
Leurning; dnd ſays, it is not Neceſſary in hie 
CASE, viz. in the Important Plain Fuints of 
Gviſtinn Duty, in order to Salvation. Our Ob- 
ſervator, paſſing over all this Diſtinction and Limi- 


Things; Page 50, and 51, Tis Neceſſary toward 
the Deciding of Diſicult and Dubious Queſtions, and 
Diſputes ; yet, in the ſame Page 50, "Tis: Ne- 
cellary in the Buſineſs of RELIGION; and; 
at laſt, Page 60. Tis Neceſſary even in Neceſſary 
or Fundamental Points of Religion. Again; if we 
4 ask, what it is that HE means by the Learning 
- of »0ther's, as Neceſſary to the Liiterate or Un- 
n learned, and to be depended upon by them? 


of Learned i. e. Literate 1 

Now then; be pleaſed to ſtate the Point in 
any one of theſe Lights, and ſee what Learned 
Work here is about Learning“ The Univer- 
* ſal Cunſent of Learned Men, in 4 Dubious 
* and Doubiful Queſtion of Relgion, where they 
* themſelves have nothing but an Opinion to con- 
* ſent in, ought. to determine Me, who have no 
„Learning, as to that Queſtion. And, I ought 
Ito look upon it, [ſays the Author, Page 50, 
* as ſuch an Evidence, as I cannot, without re- 
* nouncing my Reaſon, ' refuſe to ſubmit to. 
While, yet, this very Author cannot produce. nor 
any Body for him,] any one Difficult and Dubious 
Weſtion in Religion, wherein there has been the 
Univerſa! Conſent of Learned Men. Again; The 
Learning [of Others] ought to determine a Thing 
as a Point of Religion, which, in its very Nature, 
can be no Point of Religion at all; for ſuch can 
no Matters of mere Opinion be. And, Laſtly, I 
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| tation, undertakes to demonſtrate it to be NeceG 
ſary. Neceflary to what? Why, to a Medley of 


Why, he means the CES Conſent or Opinion 
en. 


muſt ſubmit my Regſon, [or udgment,] upon * 


bf «forfeiring--A/7 'Reafor, in à Matter where 
tis ſuppbſet I have: No "Reaſon or Fudgment of 


{ 59) 


my ohm at all; and make that a Matter of my 
own Fulth, which, indeed, is neitlier ) own, 
nor #6 rchuch às that of ar bers neither ; being, 


Bot titel Farb, büt their Opinion: '- 
Fut the 2Eaſe, how, with reſpect to tlie 
Great "ahd Iyportunt Points f Rehgion, thoſe 
on which Salvation depends. Theſe, he ſays, in 
Oppoſitibn to his Lardſhip, cannot be\ judged of 
Without Ilumuane Eiterarute or Learning. 
Lord has given his ſttong Reaſons to prove 
they may; A Little Reaſôn to evince the con- 
traly is What we want. Why then, ſays our 
Her batbr, ſu) The Contrary will . «be 
Pund bo be trug; uud the more: ſo, by much 
greater the Number f "rboſe is, who ure for 
Fenivomng "Old=Fdtndutions. '—=— Quite Mi. 
ſtaken l. For if the true CIA 'PFoutdations arc 
pin and öbyious to all Capacities, there cin 
need ho Eearning to ſupport them againſt ſuch 
is * would ” remaye them; and if they be not 
an, the Hkclieſt Thing in the World to men. 
der them til more obfcure and difficult to the 
honeſt Literùie Perſon, is that very Thing com. 
monly called Lireraure, of which the 'Wirerate 
are ſuppoſed to be ho Judges at al. And, there: 
fore, ön the direct Contrary, the Important and 
Neceftary Pointe of Salvation” otigbt the mor 
to de ſuppoſed and toncluded 70 be ſach as may 
be judged of without Leur nig, by how fnuch 
greater the Nufiber of thoſe is who would 
Iubſtitute their Learning in the rom of Men 
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But, this Gentlemav's. firſt. groſs Miſtak 
lies in the falſe. Idea he us of. 'the wor 

— and the Literatenęſa conttad iſtinct to it, 
s ue by his Lordſhip.” The Author; blindly 
imagines, - that by the Oe is meant a 
truly fo- called; and righily applied; and by che 
Other: 4a total u,, as to Religious Mat- 
ters. And again, by Fundamental and Neceſſary 
Foints, he means, not what Chrift-has made -19, 
but what Men are pleaſed to (/, fe. ' Where: 
2 by Learning, my Lord means that Monger - 

and Uſe of Literature, Which, by our Authors 
own... Conteſhon, has ſo often and ſo much 
puzzled and perplexed the Truth, inſtead gf 
clearing it up; | which true Lenping ri atly 
applied never. does; And, by an Miterats Mag, 
10 means One that uſes his Common See Mirth 
honeſt Diligence and Sincerity. 

In this Smoak the Author goes on 
his Adverfary. Fur his Lordſhip to kv; 1 
the Hiterate are as well qualified to Judge in 
Religion, | plain Religion] mitbout, a with, Lern- 


ings a juſt as i I fbould Jo, that becagle an 


fray of Men grows Lazy, or turns mous, 
it 2s. therefore no better "qualified 10 4 
Town, thau an. Army of Children. This Parat- 
lel proves the very Thing my Lotd intended. 
For,' Lazineſs and' Mutiny in 'an ny is the 


fame noble Qualification for taking 2 Jaun, as 
Mutiny and Lazineſs in Learning [ which all 


the Word knows has been the general Fate. of 


what is called Learning,] is to better 

Underſtanding of Religion. Agaip p : 
(4) Tag. 59. = ; 

G 2 Hit 


632) 
(.) His Lordſhip. is not embarked in a Contro- 
very, which, as be truly ſays, touches the Vi. 
zals of all that is Good. Then, I am ſure, 
"Tis a Controverſy about the moſt Plain Things 
that are poſſible. Well; what have Wirerare 
Hneſt Men to do in it? Are they as well 
. "qualified to judge of this Debate, as the whole 
'CONVOCATION? Why verily, No; 
not of the Learned Shams, Tricks, Quirks, and 
-Circumlocutions, that have been brought into 
the Debate; but of the Main Subſtance of it, 
they are as Able Judges, as all the whole Convoca- 
tions in the World put together. Sir; be not 
diſturbed to hear, That a Layman of Conſci- 
ence and common Senſe can as clearly Judge 
and Conclude, ie ought not to give. up his 
:Conſcience to others, as the  learnedeſt Profeſ- 
or that ever filled your Chair. And, .tho? our 
| ber Memory is very weak, and his 
Imagination ſtrong; yet don't. u forget that 
This is the Main of the Debate. 
Had not T hzs been actually forgotten by this 
Writer, how could he have been ſo weak as 
to palm upon his ignorant Reader the Zudg- 
ment f Learned Men as a Moral Evidence in 
the Queſtion before us? A Moral Evidence is, 
indeed, the higheſt Evidence one can have, in 
Things not capable of ſenſible or rational De- 
-monſtration. | But no ſuch Evidence can produce 
any Thing more in the Mind, than a farisfa- 
tory Belief or Conviction; nor can effect that 
any farther, than as the Reaſons e it 
«are ſeen and felt by the very Mind which is 
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to be convinced by it. Can the mere Opinion, 
then, of other Men, the Reaſons for ſupporti 
which, are utterly unknown to an Miterute Man; 
have | the Nature of an Overmeigbing Moral 
Evidence to ſuch Aa Man, againſt » the previous 
full Perſwaſion of his own judgment and C- 


ſciener? How abſurd is it, to ſuppoſe, that the 


Reaſons a Man does (or at leaſt thin he 
does] underſtand for maintaining one ſide of a 


Queſtion, ſhould. be outweighed by thoſe! for the 


contrary fide which he is ſuppoſed not to 


- underſtand! Again; Tis plain, if the Thing 


to be Judged of, be of a diſputable Kind; tis 
the higheſt Abſurdity to. ſay, the Man muſt 
renounce bis Reaſon, by not thinking it neceſſary 
for Him to ſubmit in a Thing 20 neceſſary 
at all. And, if the Point be of rea! Importance 
To fay, that any Judgment of others, tho“ 
never ſo Unanimous, ought to take Place againſt 
the ſincere Perſwaſion of the Man's own Mind, 
is to take away the intoard Foundation of all 
Moral Duty. And, yet, this Perſon affirms, 


[if he affirms any thing in the true Queſtion, ] 


(2) That this is not only conſiſtent with, but ſup- 
poſes a liberty of Private Judgment. 


*Tis now high time to have done with theſe 
Inſtances of Argumentation; and, leaving the 
Reſt to be Judged of, by what has been already 
produced, to give back our Obſervator his own 
Reflection; This is one way of writing Divinity! 


And tis ſuch a way, as, if He and his Friends 


ſhall pleaſe to perſiſt in, They may expect that 
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Nen who: have not only . Comuwon- Senſe, but a 
| D Learnim will ſind much 

Betten Employment of their Time, than to be 
perpetually engaging) with R OSECR UCIA NS, 
- Who diſdaining to purſue after Truth in its Na: 
tural and  Qbvyious Road, give themſelves over 
10 Extravagant Imaginations, and can be com 
tented with nothing leſs than the glorious Secret 
of drawing EV ER Y Thing out of AN Thing, 
and ANY Thing out of NOTHING. © 
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r. has done nothing herein. 8.S 1. I. 2. for rather 
r. either; p. 46. I. 1. for ee ien r. unconditionally, 
p. 52. I. 9. for declaiminę r. declaring; p. 65. I. 97 for 
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Publiſhed by the AUTHOR: 


| Paraphriſe, with ſome Notes, upon the Acts of 
che Apoſtles, and upon all the Epiſtles of the 
New Teſtament ; with a ſhort Preface to each 
Epiſtla. z The ſeveral Atguments ſet at the Head of 
each Chapter ; and, a general Index to all the prin- 
cipal Matters, Words, and Phraſes of the New Teſta 


ment. In two Volumes in Ocdtavo. 


A Paraphraſe, wi thoct and uſeful Notes, on the 
Books of che Old Teſtament. Part. I. In two Vo- 
NE CE AF rhe —— of Moſes ; with 
@ Eotnpleat Index of the principal Matters, Words 
and Phrafes in the faid Boks. « lll Bo dw 1 

The Proteſtant Rule of Judging of the Way of 


Salvation: A Sex Pleach d at the Church of St. 


James's: t Weſtminſter, on Sunday March 31. 1717. 

> A Vindication of che Lord Biſhop of Bangor. Where. 
inn is conſidered the true Notion of Religious Sin- 
oexity as available to the Salvation of Men; and of 
Zhurch- Authority, with reſpe& to the Diſtincti- 


lotis between: real, mere, and abſolute. Authority: In 
Anſwer to the Exceptions of Mr. Law. 


A Second Vindication: of the Lord . Biſhop of 
Bangor: wherein Mr. Lam's Notions of Benediction, 


Ablolutions, and Church-Communion are proved to 


be deſtructive of the whole Chriftian Religion, and 
contrary to common Senſe. And a Paraphraſe is 
given upon all the chief Paſſages of Scripture relating 
to theſe Points. 

The Pillar and Ground of Truth : A Sermon preach- 
ed at St. Fames's Church, April 13. 1718. 

An Anſwer to Mr. Stebbing's Remarks concerning 


Religious Sincerity, and Church-Authority, Being 


a further Vindication of the Lord Biſhop of Bangor. 
With a Preface in Anſwer to that of the Reverend 
the Dean of Chicheſter. 


| All Printed for J. Wyat, at the Roſe in St. Paul's 
Church- Yard. | 
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